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ST. FRANCIS PREP 
FLU SURVEYS RESULTS 

 

FACULTY/STAFF DATA – Thanks for your participation! 
 

One tenth of St. Francis Prep staff were sick  
with flu-like symptoms 

 

 More than nine in ten St. Francis Prep 
staff (228) responded to at least one 
of the two flu surveys. 

 One in ten staff members surveyed 
(10% or 22 staff) reported being sick 
with flu-like symptoms on or after 
April 18. 

 Only one staff member reported 
being sick and feeling worse than the 
day before taking the survey.  The 
Health Department followed up with 
this individual and determined that no 
additional care was required. 

 

 
 

Most staff members became ill between Thursday and 
Saturday two weeks ago 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The majority of sick staff members (68% or 15 staff) reported first feeling ill 
between Thursday and Saturday (April 23-25). 

 Only two staff members reported onset of illness after Sunday, April 26. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
DEFINITION OF “SICK” 

Any staff member reporting the 
following symptoms anytime 
on or after April 18, 2009: fever 
AND either cough or sore 
throat.  Not all staff members 
with these reported symptoms 
had Influenza A H1N1 (swine 
flu). 

 
 

 
RESPONSE BY SURVEY 

Survey 1: 210 staff (85%) 
Survey 2: 166 staff (67%) 
Total:     228 staff (92%) 

 
 

 
QUICK RECOVERY RATES 

Sick staff members who 
provided onset and recovery 
dates for their illness had an 
average recovery time of three 
days. 

 
 

 
DURING THE WEEK 
SCHOOL WAS CLOSED… 

During the week school was 
closed, sick staff members were 
asked to stay home to reduce 
possible spread of the flu.  The 
data below are limited to staff 
members who responded to the 
second survey. 

 54% of sick staff members 
reported not leaving the 
house. 

 Two sick staff reported 
having visitors at home and 
one reported contact with a 
St. Francis Prep staff 
member or student.

Flu-like Illness among St. Francis 
staff members on or after April 18 

Two Weeks, Two Surveys, GREAT Response Rates: 

2,225 students (83%) – 228 faculty/staff members (92%) 

TRAVEL 
 

 A total of 9 sick staff members 
(47%) responding to the first survey 
reported traveling anywhere outside 
of NYC since April 8, one to 
Mexico.

ILLNESS AT HOME 
 

 Among staff members responding 
to the second survey, 16 of 418 
household members had been sick 
on or after April 18 (4%). Four 
sick staff members reported 
having at least one sick household 
member. 
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No information was available on date of illness onset for three staff members and two staff 

reported illness before April 18.



DRAFT: May 11, 2009 – Based on 5/7/09-5pm Data Reports for combined surveys 1 and 2 data with updates from patient interview data. 
 

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF         
HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE 
Thomas R. Frieden, MD, MPH 
Commissioner 

ST. FRANCIS PREP 
FLU SURVEYS RESULTS 

 

STUDENT DATA – Thanks for your participation! 
 

About one in three St. Francis Prep students were sick  
with flu-like symptoms 

 

 More than four in five St. Francis 
Prep students (2,225) responded to at 
least one of the two flu surveys. 

 Slightly more than one third of 
students surveyed (35% or 780 
students) reported being sick with flu-
like symptoms on or after April 18. 

 Only 1% (26 students) reported being 
sick and feeling worse than the day 
before taking the survey.  The Health 
Department followed up with these 
students and determined that no 
additional care was required. 

 

 
 

Most students became ill between Wednesday and Saturday 
two weeks ago 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The majority of sick students (82% or 638 students) reported first feeling ill 
between Wednesday and Saturday (April 22-25). 

 Only 31 students reported onset of illness after Sunday, April 26. 
 

 
 

 
 

DEFINITION OF “SICK” 

Any student reporting the 
following symptoms anytime 
on or after April 18, 2009: fever 
AND either cough or sore 
throat.  Not all students with 
these reported symptoms had 
Influenza A H1N1 (swine flu). 
 
 
RESPONSE BY SURVEY 

Survey 1: 1,996 students (74%) 
Survey 2: 1,529 students (57%) 
Total:    2,225 students (83%) 
 
QUICK RECOVERY RATES 

Sick students who provided 
onset and recovery dates for 
their illness had an average 
recovery time of 4 days. 
 
DURING THE WEEK 
SCHOOL WAS CLOSED… 

During the week school was 
closed, sick students were asked 
to stay home to reduce possible 
spread of the flu.  The data 
below are limited to students 
who responded to the second 
survey. 

 50% of sick students 
reported not leaving the 
house. 

 19% of sick students who 
reported having a job went 
to work. 

 20% of all students 
reported that at least one 
person in their household 
stayed home from work 
because of the school 
closing. 

Flu-like Illness among St. Francis 
students on or after April 18 

Two Weeks, Two Surveys, GREAT Response Rates: 

2,225 students (83%) – 228 faculty/staff members (92%) 

TRAVEL 
 

 A total of 132 sick students (21%) 
responding to the first survey 
reported traveling anywhere outside 
of NYC since April 8, five to 
Mexico and one to California.

ILLNESS AT HOME 
 

 Among students responding to the 
second survey, 496 of 4,736 
household members had been sick 
on or after April 18 (10%). One in 
three sick students (32%) reported 
having at least one sick household 
member. 
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No information was available on date of illness onset for 24 students and  20 students 

reported illness before April 18.








